




WAKO History 



Do not forget our long history 

Chuck Norris & Bill Wallace

Jean Claude
Van Damme

Mike Anderson
& Arnold 

Schwarzenegger

Founded 
1972

First World 
Championships:

1978 Berlin 
Germany

Founding President:  
Mike Anderson, USA

Gender Balance
Male and female 

participation since 
1979



Ennio Falsoni Borislav Pelevich Mike Anderson



Global Picture 



Changes in the presidency
Over the past 12 months, we have been notified of several changes in the presidency of our National Federations and 
WAKO member organizations. It is important to note that these notifications were received during the last year and may 
not have been communicated immediately following the respective elections.

CHINA
President: Mr. Chen Entang,
Director for Kickboxing 
Mr. Zhang Lei,
International relations Mr. Zeng 
Fang

CHINESE TAIPEI 
President: Mr. Hsueh Nai Wei 
Honorary Founding President: 
Mr. Daniel Obon

ECUADOR
President: Mr. Jorge Luis Jarrin 
Bernudes

GERMANY 
President: Mr. Oliver Hahl

LATVIA
President: Mrs. Darja Strutinska

MADAGASCAR 
President: Mr. Lylyson René de 
Rolland

MONGOLIA
(suspended member) 
President: Mr. Enkhbat Yalalt

PARAGUAY 
President: Mr. Ever Nunez

SAUDI ARABIA 
President: Mr. Ahmad Mohammad 
Altowayan,
(Acting CEO) Mr. Abdulmalik 
Almazyad, Mr. Abdulaziz Ghandorah

SERBIA 
President: Mr. Basrak Duško

SWEDEN 
President: Mrs. Camilla Jörneheim

THAILAND 
President: Mr. Somchai Punsawas

TUNIS 
President: Mr. Harzi Taher

TURKMENISTAN 
President: Mr. Orazmuhammet 
Dortgulyyevich Komekow



National Federation Name Changes
GREAT BRITAIN
Kickboxing GB

TAJIKISTAN
WAKO Kickboxing Federation of Tajikistan

New Members
We are delighted to welcome the new members who are slated for ratification at the forthcoming WAKO 
General Assembly (GA) in 2023. This marks an exciting step towards expanding our international community.

HONDURAS
Federación Hondureña de Kick Boxing
President Ibeth Yamileth Mejia Trujillo

LEBANON
Lebanese Federation of Kickboxing Sports
President Abdel Rahman Mahmoud El Rayes

SRI LANKA
Sri Lanka Kickboxing National Federation
President Prasad Wickramasinghe

Saudi Arabia
Saudi Kickboxing Federation 







2019
WAKO provisionally 
recognised by IOC          
30 November 2018

IOC session accepted 
WAKO as Full 
Recognised IF 
20 July 2021





41 SPORTS
Sambo
Lacrosse
Bowls
Squash
Ski 
Mountaineering
Cricket
Automobile
Dancesport
Racquetball
Sport Climbing
Netball
Bridge
Cheerleading
Life Saving
Polo
Karate
Motorcycling
Muaythai
Sumo
Tug of War
Boat Sport
Bandy

Icestocksport
Orienteering
Basque Pelota
Underwater Sport
Flying Disc
Skate
American Football
Waterski and 
Wakeboard
Bowling
Korfball
Floorball
Wushu
WAKO
Climbing 
Mountaineering
Chess
Baseball/Softball
Surfing
Billiard
Airsport



Participation in Multisport Games



Education 
and 
Development 



Our learn and 
share program

Social integration 
program

WAKO designed 
management 

program

Awareness, 
education and 

preventionHigh integrity, 
Fair Play, 

responsibility

Building the WAKO brand through
education and development

Competitive 
programs

LEGACY – PROTECTION OF FUTURE – FAIR PLAY - INCLUSION



Athletes are the core of our existence





Zaatary 2023

New coach developed 
Mohammad Montaser,
Gianpaolo Calajo and Silvia 
Librizzi have been once in 
Zaatary in 2023



Two award nominations in 
2022 for WAKO 
Unesco and Peace and Sport



2022



WAKO Media 







WAKO Diversity 



✔ Kickboxing defines a variety
of 7 disciplines, from light
contact versions on Tatami to
full contact versions in
Boxing ring, all entertaining.

✔ Our sport can therefore fit
any audience and is attractive
to youth.

✔ In World Combat Games we
use Low-Kick, Full Contact and
Point Fighting disciplines

✔ In World Games we use K1 and
PF discipline

✔ Cmbat Games we used LK and
PF disciplines

Diversity is at our core



wakoathletecorner.digital



wakoathletecorner.digital

• Create a profile
• Enter the various sections
• Register for announced seminars
• Learn and share
• Do the sign-offs and 

questionnaires
• Do the anti-doping sign-off 

module and get the Certificate
• The Athlete Corner Digital will be 

developed and improved.



WAKO
Activities 



WAKO PRESIDENT’S 
TRAVELS IN 2023



Arab Workshops and Summit | DUBAI



CHINA



KOREA



LA Meeting



Senegal



Singapore



THAILAND



SAUDI ARABIA



EUROPEAN GAMES



Referees Seminar



Presidents



Indian Island Games



Online Seminars



Pan America



Asia Championships



Romania



2019 – 2022 
Statistics   



WAKO World Championships Statistics 
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WAKO World Championships - 2018-2023 - Participation

TOTAL 

PARTICIPATION - ALL

9602



WAKO Senior Statistics



WAKO Junior and Cadets



WAKO World Medals 2019 – 2023



Medal Table Worlds Overall 2019 - 2022

Scoring Matrix Gold = 100  Silver = 70   Bronze = 50



WAKO Worlds Gender Balance  2019 – 2022 ( 10,287 Elite)



WAKO Worlds Age Groups



Worlds Discipline Participation 2019 - 2022



Main International Challenges
Main challenges in sport

• Lack of good governance and transparency
• Lack of integrity and harmonization
• Continuous anti-doping problemacy
• Fragmentation of the market
• War and difficult political situations

Main challenges for WAKO
• Going from volunteerism to professionalism
• Accountability at all levels
• Function of the Continental Divisions
• Uniformity of the sport
• Consistency in events





Future Strategic Focus: 2023-2027
Short 1-2 years

● 5 Year Strategic Plan development and approval   
2024 - 2029

● Transformation from Voluntarism to professionalism
● Video Media Streaming Team and Capability
● Global Media Partner for Streaming of WAKO Major 

events and PPV
● Expended WAKO office to support NF development.

○ Possible additional regional office outside 
Europe

● Olympic Channel development
● Continental Games Inclusion   (May bleed in to 2-3)

○ European Games - Asian Games - Pan 
American Games - African Games

● National Federation Development Conference &  
Discipline Development

○ Asia/Oceania
■ East Asia
■ SE Asia

○ Pan America
■ North America
■ South  America

● Support NOC recognition of NF not already 
recognised.

● Support NF who are not currently recognised by 
NOC and or MS

● Standardise WAKO World Cups and A class events
● Set up 3 new commissions/committees to look at 

strategic imperatives.
● Development and delivery of coaching framework 

and certification

Med 2-3

● Continue Transformation from Voluntarism to 
professionalism.

● Major international events
○ Universiade
○ Mediterranean Games
○ World Games
○ Combat Games
○ Islamic Games

● National Federation Development Conference 
& Discipline Development
○ Africa

■ North
■ South

○ Europe
■ Eastern Europe
■ Western Europe

● Refugee Team ( requires funding)
● Secure a major corporate sponsor
● Revision of Statutes

Long 5+

● Professional Services to our members in
○ Front Office
○ Back Office
○ Media
○ Coaching
○ Certification
○ Event Management

● Brisbane 32
● Youth Olympic Games
● European Youth Olympic Festival
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