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We must stay grounded to our roots
- Why we do what we do
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#BecauseWeCare

Some of you may or may not be aware, I continue to teach 
and train in the sport of KickBoxing as a coach.  Five days a 
week.

I have 461 students in my 8 Clubs and enjoy learning and 
developing with them. Teaching is one of the most 
rewarding parts of my day and it keeps me grounded to 
what I do and why I do it, we must always remember to 
put the Athlete first.  NO MATTER WHAT



IOCrecognitiongives us massive opportunities
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To start a new active year with IOC 
recognition only gives us so many 
possibilities. We know it will be 
more hard work, but the 
achievment  inspires us to continue 
to improve and achieve bigger goals 
for our athletes all around the 
world. It is up to us to exploit the 
situation and the only way going 
forward is to act as ONEteam 
embrase the WAKO family. 
We will in the coming months have 
meetings with the IOC in order to 
outline future activities and 
improvements. I am confident that 
we all, as a team, will reach 
ourfuture goals. 
I also encourage all our members to 
exploit the maximum support the 
federation may grant as a direct 
consequence of our new 
international recognition. 

The President



Thank You

If everyone is moving forward together , then success will take care of itself

WAKO Presidential elections delegates 2019



Meeting EOC President

Thank you to Tomaz Barada and Istvan 

Kiraly for attending with me as the WAKO 

team to meet with the President of the 

European Olympic Committees, Dr. Janez

Kocijancic. The main topic was the 

possibility of inclusion of Kickboxing in the 

next European Games in 2023. It was a 

positive and progressive meeting and the 
future looks bright for our sport.
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SportAccord Convention  Gold Coast Australia
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GAISF President mentioned especially WAKO and our approach and our 
willingness to share and to engage with other sports. We feel very humbled.

OfanSanzadawas awarded  by IWGA President MR. Jose Perurenaas a result 
of our athletes 3 place as Athlete of the Year.  



SportAccordConvention

Former Secretary General UN 

Ban Ki-moon, Korea.



SportAccord Convention Schedule
- a VERYBusy week for Presidenr Roy Baker and  VP Espen Lund.

The President



Opening of the New IOC headquarters
I had the pleasure of being invited to the opening ceremony of the new 
IOC headquarters alongside all the IOC recognized sports presidents by 
Mr Bach, it was a great honor for WAKO to receive this official 
invitation.

The President

IOC President Mr Bach receiving a 

sustainability award for the new 

IOC Headquarters. Congratulations 

to our President

The NEW IOC Headquarters one of the most 

sustainable buildings in the world today.

Nadia ComŊneci10 times Olympic 

Champion. I can remember watching 

her incredible performance as a boy 

with my family a great honour to 

meet her 
Internal staircases mimics the five ring design



Be PROUD



.9 twh¦5 Ґ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ŀΩŀǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
- Mrs NesrinAhmad Mjarish will be our new resource
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It is a pleasure and pride for for me to introduce our new hero in the 
½ŀΩǘŀǊȅ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŎŀƳǇ ƛƴ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ Mrs NesrinAhmad Mjarish. In June she will 
start the woman self-defence programme after a thorough guidance from 
our former world champion Emanuele Bozzolaniassisted by TirillNanett
BjørnestadNæss. Emanuele is a specialist also in self-defence programmes 
and have coached Nesrinand other female coaches.

Nesrinwill indeed make a difference to give our fellow Syrian friends hope 
in a situation difficult for others to understand. WAKO will follow up Nesrins
daily development and we wish her good luck as our new hero.

Already implemented and well developed is the aggression management 
programme under the leadership of Ali Hussein Alkhaldi.

Thank you to our partner Peace and Sport that make us able to be a part of 
what matters ςLive together programme

#BecauseWeCare





BE Proud Australia receive Government Recoognition in November
- Thank you WAKO Australia

Great activity during the Sports Festival at the Gold Coast, where WAKO 
Austalia organized both demonastration and also some very entertaining 
K-1 fights for the audience in the park. Congratulations to an amazing 
winner Khudadad Haidiri, a future star in WAKO.

May I as President also congratulate WAKO Australia and President 
Francis McArdle for a massive development in the region. You inspire us 
Francis.
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Be Proud: 1st Spanish Championship for disabilities
- It is all about inclusion
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It is with great pleasure to announce that during the Spanish Championship 3-5 May the 
first competition for disabilities was organized ad with 16 participants.
We congratulate the federation for the initiatives and for being in front to develop such 
important activities. 
As a consequence of this WAKO will during its next Athlete Corner invite for a 
presentation in order to learn an share of this experience and to ensure other NFs follow 
in the same pathway. 
It is all about respect and inclusion, simply because we care and to have the guts to 
actually do it. 
Congratulations to Spain!



All 11 members of Southeast Asian Games Federation 
are expected to take part in the 2019 SEA Games. 
Below is a list of all the participating NOCs.

ςBrunei
ςCambodia
ςIndonesia
ςLaos
ςMalaysia
ςMyanmar
ςPhilippines
ςSingapore
ςThailand
ςEast Timor
ςVietnam

Be Proud: WAKO Kickboxing Included in 2019, 30th  Sea Games
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The President



Be Proud. WAKO Asia Activity
- Great developemt in Palestine

WAKO activities in Asia are mobilizing and developing

Tamer Baker WAKO IF A class referee, was honoured to 

receive an Excellence in Sports award presented by the 

Palestinian Olympic committeeõs president, Jibreel Rjoub

WAKO Korea Activity

WAKO Arabian Federation Leadership



Be Proud: WAKO represented in the arabic community 
and leading the way in gender equality/Asia

One WAKO, One Champion                                          WAKO, the world governing body developing the sport of kickboxing                                           

#BecauseWeCare

We are pleased of informing that on 
Sunday, December 9th, 2018, in Dubai 

(United Arab Emirates) Mr. Driss EL 
HILALI, WAKO Board member, was 

appointed as a member of the 
Executive Office of the Union of Arab 

Sports Federations, chaired by His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal bin Bader 
bin Saud bin Abdul Aziz, Chairman of 

the Arab Sports Council.

A great achievement by 
President of Arab Federation of 
Kickboxing Sport Basel Al-Shaer. 
The congratulations of WAKO IF.
Dr. Basel Al-Shaer, President of 

the Arab Federation of 
Kickboxing and Advisor to the 

Union of Arab National 
Committees, was appointed as a 
member of the Executive Office 

of the Union of Arab Sports 
Federations, chaired by His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal bin Bader 

bin Saud bin Abdul Aziz, 
Chairman of the Arab Sports 

Council.

The President

Arab Leaders, congratulating the New President of WAKO 
at the EGA in February

Under  Direction of 
Arabian National Olympic 
Committee, The Arabian 

Kickboxing federtion 
appointed its first Female 

board member and in 
honour appointed her VP. 

Congratulations Mrs 
Suzanne Mustafa



Be Proud: Great inspiration in Amman, Jordan 14-17 March

Tournament ςFrienship ς
Learn and Share ς

Understanding ςPeace ς
Harmony ςDevelopment ς

Publicity

This was the result of a 
weekend packed with 

activities.

Number of participating clubs -
412
bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ                    -
320
Countries                                       -
16
participating referees                 - 36 
referees from countries             - 10
Participants in coach seminar   - 32



Be Proud: Peace and Sport White Card 2019
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